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OBSERVATION

In 2015 we started a series of trips to Bogazi
in the now Turkish occupied area of Cyprus,
specifically to the clinic that Dr. Ramon has fi-
nalised in 1974 but unfortunately never had the
pleasure of his vision,

When we visited the clinic for the first time to-
gether | could immediately see the deterioration
of the structure that was due to abandonment,
misuse and No maintenance. In every trip we
went it became aparent that the building is be-
coming more and more dangerous and haz-
ardous for anyone trying to access it.

| would rather not elaborate in any initial sug-

gestions of preservation of the structure since
those were all overwhelmingly defeated when,

EIZArQrH

in our last visit to the clinic, we witnessed the
removal of all the roof tiles and any roof sup-
porting structure. Stairs have collapsed, walls
have been seperated and rooms have an open
ceiling to the sky.

This beautiful architectural scenery that was
designed to bring harmony and relaxation has
been left to time and nature to enclose it and
gradually make it one with the sourounding. A
symbol nonetheless, that could one day be
reborn and unhitch a series of events that will
bring the harmony between the two communi-
ties that once was.

To 2015 &ekivnoape pia oglpd taéidiwv oto
Mmoya{l otnv Katexouevn onpepa TOUPKIKA
nieplox) tNG KUmpou, Ouykekpluéva oOTnV
KAWVIKA TToU 0 Ap. Papov oxeddév oAokApwaoe
10 1974 al\d duotuxwc Oev eixe TOTE TN Xapd
Va TNV AEITOUPYNOEL

Otav emoKe@OAKAPE TNV KAIVIKA yld TTPWTN
@opd pali , umopovoa aApéowg va dw TNV
emdeivwon TN¢ OouAC Tou o@eildTav o€
EYKATAAEIPN, KAKNA XprioN Kal Kapia cuvtripnon.
Y& KABe emOpevN pag emiokePn RTAvV Pavepd
OTl TO KTiplo yivotav oAo Kal Mo emKivduvo
yla émolov mpoomaboloe va éxel mpdofaon o€
auTo.

Oa mpotTiyovca va PNV EneENynow  TIC
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apPXIKEG TPOTACES Yo TN Slathpnon Tou
KTIpiov, KOBW¢ OAeC auTEC Ol OKEYPEIC Kal
16€¢€¢ gixav kKataotpa@ei Katd tn SlapKela TNG
TeENEUTAIOC EMIOKEPAC HAC OTNV KAVIKE, OTTOU
TTAPATNPNCAUE TNV ATTOPAKPUVON OAWV TWV
mAakidiwv opoPn ¢ Kat kabe dopncumootipiéng
oTéync. Ot OKAAECG €XOUV KATAPPEVTEL, Ol TOIXOl
Slaxwpiotnkav Katl Ta SWUATIA €XOUV aVOIXTH
0pPOYN TIPOC TOV OUPAVO.

AuTtO TO OUOPPO APXITEKTOVIKO KTHPLO TIOU
oXeSIAOTNKE Yla va QEPEL TNV appovia Kal Tn
XOAdpwon éxelaeDei 0To XpOVO Kal T pUon va
TO KOTAOTHOEL 0TASIOKA €va e TO TTEPIBANNOV.
Eival éva épyo oOufolo mou Ba pmopouvoe uia
pépa va avayevvnOei yia va mpowbroel pia
oE1pA eTAPWV PETAEL TwV SUO KOIVOTATWV.
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MIMOTAZI

2018, Google Earth Images
Removed Roof Tiles & Structure
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THE INTERVIEW

Dr. Dinos Ramon,

Thank you again for kindly accepting my proposal
or this interview in order to investigate in a deeper
level the the life of your Clinic in Bogazi. | will start
by asking several questions about your experience
in Famagusta as a youngster. | will then move for-
ward to ask in more detail about this project from
the design phase to the construction. The change
of function after the war and to it’s present day
and your vision about how now in modern Cyprus
the site could be rehabilitated to facilitate both
communities. Some answers may require your
own private experience and biography and others
may refer to socio-cultural economic and political
issues.

Some questions may appear obvious but this the-
sis is directed to a general public that may not be
aware about given situations.

MM: In this thesis | am investigating the housing
patterns that emerged throughout the years and
| see an increasing distance between the hous-
es as well as the widening of the streets. In your
opinion, does this pattern change the way people
socialise?

The normal traditional houses in the villages
in Cyprus are usually built close to each other
covering every inch of the land owned by the
owner, there were no architects back then in
Cyprus. Today, with the study of architecture
designs have changed assisted by the desire
of the future owner of the house and the inspi-
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ration of the architect.

MM: It is quite important to refer to the early stage
of the Greek and Turkish-Cypriot communities be-
fore the war. What can you tell us about that?

Growing up Famagusta was pleasant but at he
age of 8 the whole family with my one sister
immigrated to England in 1946 to London a
sudden change from beautiful Cyprus to the
bombed ruins in London nevertheless | had to
follow the family decision. We as a family re-
turned to Cyprus from London in 1951 where
| joined the American Academy in Larnaca
known as a reputed higher schooling center.
| was a boarder in the academy in a room that
slept 4 students 2 Greek Cypriots 1 Turkish
Cypriot and 1 Israeli where we all got on ex-
tremely well in a friendly atmosphere. We were
all there for higher education with no national
frictions.

MM: At an early point in your life you moved again
out of Cyprus to the United Kingdom that followed
Switzerland and the United States. How did that
sequence of events effected on how you proceed-
ed in life?

Whilst studying at the American Academy my
father died at the early age of 40 which devas-
tated my entire life. Since that moment when |
realized that | would never utter the word father
for the rest of my life, my quest in life was to
educate myself the best | could together with
an intesnse desire to search for the meaning of
life and of death.
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MM: While in London you enrolled to the Willes-
den Technical College to study Architecture. Can
you tell us a bit about the experience at the school
and your interaction with architecture? and how
was Post-War-London in political, social as well as
architectural terms.

| spent a few yew years in the Academy then
| decided to leave for London to study archi-
tecture. | enrolled at the Willesden College for
architecture but at the same time | had to work
to make a living which | found very exhausting.
This work and study lasted for 2 years and |
could no longer meet my financial demands,so
| left the College (unfortunately) and just went
back to work.

| read on your website that since the age of
8 you suffered from regular migraines which
grew more intense and it was whilst in Biel-Bi-
enne in Switzerland that you met Dr Ken Whit-
tingham a Canadian chiropractor who cured
you within 2 months. Being impressed by the
cure you left your studies in London and en-
rolled at the Palmer College of Chiropractic in
Davenport lowa, USA where you received his
Doctor of Chiropractic degree in 1967. What
can you tell us about this transatlantic transi-
tion.

Since the age of 8 | had pains in my head not
knowing what they were and now they were
increasing in intensity so | wrote to my mother
in Cyprus and she replied by telling me that
we have an uncle in Switzerland who had no
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children but had a very large and prominent
oriental carpet shop in Biel-Bienne and he
would like to see me and talk to me. So | went
to Switzerland and immediately my uncle told
me to stay with them as he needed help in his
shop. What greater gift from God could come
at this difficult time in my life. Finally not only
did | stay with them but they also adopted me
for their son and naturally future heir.

Whilst in Biel-Bienne my migraines grew more
intense and as | was having coffee in one of
the popular hotels there | was at the same time
taking my daily medicine.On the table next to
me was a kind looking man that spoke in en-
glish to me and asked me why was | taking
medicine and after | explained to him from what
| was suffering he just looked at me and said
come to my clinic which is across the road and
| will cure you. Well | took the challenge and
after he adjusted my neck | was cured of my
17year ailment .Then he took me by the arm
and stared at me and said you go and become
a chiropractor and making a long story short |
did .| graduated from Palmer Collage of Chi-
ropractic in 1967. The truth is that studying in
the U.S gives the student supreme knowledge.

MM: It is my understanding that you came back
to Cyprus as a chiropractor with the vision to cre-
ate the first Chiropractic Clinic in Cyprus located at
the village of Bogazi in Famagusta. From our last
visit on the site | saw a five modules design. Can
you explain briefly what was the function of each
one. (Arguendo | numbered the buildings from 1-5
as indicated in the picture).
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Study of the existing structure in 3D.
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Indeed, | then decided to come back to Cy-
prus and introduce this wonderful drugless
profession to my people, so | set up a clinic
in Famagusta and with the patient load that |
had after 5 years of practice | decided to go
ahead with a large clinic of 32 rooms, lecture
rooms and a restaurant since many patients
were coming to see me from Europe, and
Cyprus was a perfect spot for their vacation.

| searched for something ideal for future pa-
tients that would flock to the clinic so | found
a magnificent plot that was for sale in the
village of Boghaz 20 kilometres north of my
city Famagusta. There was a big interest in
that particular site by a few housing devel-
opment firms but finally the owner chose me
because he thought that the purpose of the
clinic would help people in need of their ail-
ing health.

One of my patients was an architect so plans
were rolling out the sooner the better. Look-
ing at the plans that you sent me to clarify
the five different blocks and their purposes :
Block n.1 was to be a reception with a library,
a restaurant and lecture rooms. Block n.2
and n.3 was for 12/each spacious accommo-
dation rooms. Block n.4 was designed for 8
rooms and finally, Block n.5 was suppose to
be my private residence.

We began construction of the project in 1972
and in 1974 it was nearly finished with just
minor touches to it. This is when the Turkish
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army invaded Cyprus which occupied 40 %
of the northern part of the Republic of Cyprus
including my clinic and we had to abandon it
together with the city of Famagusta a pop-
ulation of 50.000 Inhabitants still under the
occupation by the Turkish army. The clinic
never operated as a clinic but the Turks used
it as a hotel for 10 years which they called
the Sea View Hotel.

MM: | am aware that you took the case of your
land ownership and rights to the European
Court. Can you tell us a bit more about the time-
line, events and results of the outcome.

| then took my case to the European Court
of Human Rights in 1995 against Turkey and
in 2009 won my case. This means that Tur-
key should compensate me for my loss of
income since 1974 and which makes me the
legitimate owner of the entire property.

MM: Did you see opportunity and hope after the
court’s desition or after your first visit when the
barricade became accessible in 20047

Now that the borders have opened between
the occupied north of the Republic of Cyprus
and the legitimate south of the Republic |
have many Turkish Cypriots in my clinic and
| have sent a few Turkish Cypriots to study
chiropractic and a few months ago the first
Turkish Cypriot graduated from the Europe-
an college of Chiropractic in Bournemouth in
England. With this in view | have a desire to
build a new Chiropractic clinic on the same
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spot and call it a Bi-Communal Clinic for the give the world more moral mind then the atroc-
sake of peace on this Island after 42 years of ities of the world would disappear.

Turkish occupation. You may be my architect

been sure we could create a centre for health

and for peace on this Island.

MM: Throughout the years you were studying a
specific sequence of philosophical books which
you translated into a series. Did you have a pur-
pose by doing those translations?

As you may well remember that during the last
50 years that | have practiced | also became in-
terested by books written by Thomas Troward,
the father of Mental Science. These 6 books by
this man have now been translated by myself
and my team and this important subject will
also be taught along chiropractic studies.

MM: You always taught me to respond positively
and trust the first answer that comes to mind. In
your opinion Is it possible for the two communities
to live in harmony in the near future? What stops
them to do so now?

| would like to end up by my belief that the
Greek and the Turkish communities can live
together as they had done previously for the
last 500 years. Unity is strength and partition
is weakness.

Remember, that as an architect, the building
you will bring forth in matter, first begins from
the quality of the inner spirit that is always
within you. Nothing has been produced on this
planet without the presence of the mind. If we
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Study of the existing structure in 3D Renders
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REFERENCES & CONTACT

Photographs Online Folder:
https://drive.google.com/open?id="1bzykszrH-

PaVGTNISIZQigZfGg OmwNi7

Structure Walkthrough:
https://drive.google.com/open?id=15/vAau-
4P0uQj5eqatsl4cUyblaOVWWWEOL |

Location on Google Maps:
35.316250, 33.952444
https://goo.gl/maps/aAguUUCcOBKN12

Dr. Dinos Ramon
drramon@cytanet.com.cy

Marios Messios
info@messiosmarios.com

Anninos Loizou
al@parametricos.com
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